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71 | 1 ing, have very 
N much wonderd chat a Matter of f great Conſe- 
n quence, as the Affair of the EE RAGE, and 
efoongd by ſuch Perſons as are very well known to be its 
Patrons, 8 have been ſo long a while upon the Stage, 
and no Champion appear for it: but others, who are more 
vers d in this kind of Buſineſs, know, there cou'd not be 
_ wanting Perſons enough to make their Court, by produciri 
their Lucubrations on this Head. But as it is a - Subject 
that will not very well bear * their Maſters, with- 
out doubt, wete of opinion, e beſt way was, to let 
all manner of mos alone, and keep all ha, cod be fad 
on the Subject, ſor the Time and n err it ws abſo- 
1 ee to iy e 511 Ot n 
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The Agitators fer theBill aſſur'd themſelves, that no bo- 
dy wou'd be ſo bold as to attack firſt ; and conſequently 


2 


judg'd themſelves out of all danger. But the PL. ESEIAN 
ſtarting forth unexpectedly, they were forc d, like People 
in a Surprize, or on an Invaſion, to march immediately ny 
Troops they had: and indeed, theſe are ſome of 110 t 
en 7-7 „ 
I be firſt Champion that appear'd for this Bill, was a 
Perſon who exhibited himſelf in the St. James's- Poſt of 
Wedneſday, March 18. in this Advertiſement : Some Con- 
ſiderations relating to the Peerage of Great Britain. WMWherein 
the Arguments for the Reaſonableneſs and Expediency of 4 Bill 
ſaid to be depending, are ſtated Pro and CD i oe 
This Performance I have not heen able to venture upon; 
for He that can ſtate Arguments for the Bill, both Pro and 
Con, is too ſlippery a Perſon for any body to lay hold of. 
I )!hbe next that enter d the Liſts, on the ſame fide of the 
Queſtion, having been more fortunate than to diſcover 
huimſelf beforehand, I have perusd his Labours. The Ac- 
count he gives of himſelf, is, That he is a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, Who has a Friend with whom he uſes 
« to talk over in private, all Arguments and Conſiderations 
which concern any thing of Moment, as far as they could 
collect and remember them: and they having both a- 
e greed, that this was a Matter of a very extraordinary 
Nature, the one entreated the other to put his Thoughts 
about it in Writing, that he might be better able to judge 
« of them all together. And in order to continue the Priva- 
cy of this Correſpondence, thoſe Thoughts came out, 
printed for J. Roberts in Warwick-Lane? 
I his notable Introduction was very near having the ſame 
effect upon me, as to this Pamphlet, as the Advertiſement 
juſt mention'd had to the former; but with much ado 1 
went thro the Performance. All 1 can learn from it, is, 
That this Gentleman was preſent at the Debates of the 


HFouſe 


(3) 
Houſe of Lords: Where he does not ſeem to have 
been mightily enlighten'd as to the true ſtate of the P. 8. 
Caſe, ay Debate having in all  provulilicy” run pret- hy 
ty much one way. Ne. 
The next that follows theſe two Combarants bor this 
; Bill, is ſomebody or other that is us'd to Maſquerading, as 
I fup ſe; and indeed he is ſo well diſgui 8d, that tis im- 
poffible to know him. When 1 firſt read the Title, The 
Ou Whig, I expected no leſs than the urmoſt Wrath and 
Indignation againſt the Houſe of Lords. I could not 
help thinking but he would have been for Voting them uſe- 
leſs: at leaſt, as his Anceſtors did formerly : but I was ex- 
tremely furpriz d to find juſt the contrary ; that he is for 
giving them ſuch a "mat as would ſoon make the Houfe 
of Commons uſeleſs : and therefore he might as well have 
taken any other Title in the World, as The Old Whip. FE 
am afraid he is ſo 0d 4 . that he has ee forgot bis 
9 . WET 
But I ſhall ſhew n now more plainly what is ſaid in the for- 
mer PLEBEIAN,. that this is neither a Whig nor a Tory | 
Point, bur is a Jumble, a Hodge-podge, a Confuſion of all 
Parties and all Perſons together; and muſt inevitably in its 
Conſequences deſtroy firlt Whis and Tory, and afterwards 
Crown and People. As all forts of People unite for it, fo 
ought all Sorts, and of every Denomination, that have any 
value for their Conſtitution, ro unite againſt it. 
This Pamphler, by the Marks it appears with, being i in 
| all probability the beſt: Performance that is to come from 
that Quarter, the PEBEIAx will conſider it throughily': 
and in order to proceed more methoden, for this Au- 


L thor's Satisfaction, 


_ Firſt, I will anſwer the Objections made ro the laſt 
LOIDATA 1] 


Second, I will conſider the Argument, as the 018 Whig 
ſtares it himſelf. * 
T e 


The firſt Objection the Author of the Remarks makes to 
_ thePLEBBIANy is Pag. 13. where he fays,: That the 1. 
e troduction, the Digteſſion upon the Ephori, and the Con- 
cluſion, are all Arguments ad conflandam invidiam.” He 
Who ſays that Arguments drawn from Hiſtory, which can 
only ſhew what has happen'd in former times, are Argu 
ments ad confland am invidiam, gives up the Matter in diſ- 
pute, and lets the World know, by paſſing them ſo flight- 
3 that he feels their force: for it is a tacit admiſſion, 
that: in all probability the like Difaſters will happen from 
the Alterations now projected in our Conſtitution; which 
Hiſtory informs us were the real Conſequences of Altera- 
tions of the like nature in other Countries; otherwiſe thoſe 
Arguments could not now contribute to make Perſons invi- 
dious. Beſides, I always thought that bringing Examples 
from Hiſtory was look d upon as the moſt impartial” and 
unexceptionable Method of arguing, as it is abſtracted from 
the Paſſions and Intereſts of the preſent Times: ſor what 
is the uſe of Learning and Hiſtory, if it be not to'draw 
Inferences of what may happen, from what has hap- 
As to the Digreſſion upon the Ephori, the Pr xBEIAN was 
very careful to avoid giving Offence. Amongſt the many 
extraordinary Powers exercis'd by thoſe Magiſtrates, there 
was one of a very uncommon nature; which was, That 
as they took upon themſelves the ſole Inſpection of the 
Youth, they were particularly curious of the Perſons of 
the Boys. , They employ'd every tenth Day in examining 
the Youths of about Fifteen, ſtark naked, Oportebat Ephebos 
doc imo quoque die Ephoris ſe ſiſters ſine Veſte, Ubbo En-. 
mius des Re. La. p. 235. with whom Crag agrees almoſt 
in the ſame words, in the Treatiſe mention d in the former 
PP BELIA N,. 7 8. What an ill Uſe was made of this Power, we 
may ſee in Emmins, 4 236. where ſpeaking of the manner 
the Ephori liv'd with theſe young Men they lik'd _ he 
1 | OO OE 17 


3 
fays, ks (Ephebis) /idno fere adherebant. Which Words, 
for fear of offending the PLEBEIAN Ladies, I am not at 
liberty to tranſſate. However, it is very plain all this 
was omitted to ayoid the leaſt Appearance of perſonal Re- 
Sedos. e e 

The firſt Argument of the PLEBEIAN, which the O/d 
Whig objects to, is, p. 12. That tho the PLREBTEIAN de- 
6 chives againſt the propos'd Bill, becauſe it will make fo 
„ great an Alteration in our Conſtitution, yet he produces 
an eminent Inſtance of a great Alteration of our Con- 

* ſtitution in the Lower Houſe under the Reign of Queen 


* 


& Elizabeth, When the Crown erected ſeveral new Corpora- 
© tions, and relieved ſeveral antient decay'd ones from 
JJ ẽ ͤ◻fyę f,, ov ond 
This, che Remarker ſays, was as great an Alteration in 
one Branch of our 5 e as is now propos d to be 
made in another. The Remarker quite miſtakes this Point; 


for inſtead of being an Alteration of ſo great conſequence 


to the Conſtitution of the Commons, as this new Propoſal 
is of that of the Lords, it was an Alteration of no conſe- 
quence at all. Suppoſe the Towns of Mate het and 8 
two Sea-Ports in Somerſetſbire, to have been deſtroy'd in 
the Wars with Ireland in Queen Elizabeth's Time. The 
Inhabitants, on account of Poverty, apply to the Crown 
to be exempted from the Charge of pay ing four Members 
to repreſent them in Parliament. The Crown ſome time 
after grants Charters to rwo neighbouring Towns in flou- 
riſhing Circumſtances, and directs the Writs at a following 
Summons of a Parliament to be ſent to Tiverton and Hon. 
ton, inſtead of Watcher and Dunſter. Let any body judge 
if this Alteration can be of any conſequence to the Houle 
of Commons. Here is nothing elſe but the Places chang'd ; 
and four Members from Tiverton and Honiton are the 55 | 
thing as four from Watcher and Dunſter : But to ſtare this 
i "> 


U 


PLEBEIAN furni 


(69 
Matter with Nicety, would require much more Labour 
and Time than J am able to allow it. Ss Fj 
Another on. ra which the Remarker ſays the 
es againſt himſelf, is, * That he owns the 
« Prerogative has been retrench'd in ſeveral Inſtances ; be- 


4 cauſe without fuch Retrenchment the Power of it appear'd 


« exorbitant and dangerous to the Commons.” But theſe 


Retrenchments being now made, the Queſtion at preſent is, 
Whether the Commons . to go on ſtripping the Crown 
of every Jewel till it 
Doge of Venice's Coronet, or leſs comfortable than the 
Sword-Bearer's Cap of Maintenance; and, what is of the 
greateſt Moment to the Commons, leſs able to protect 


ecomes leſs reſplendent than a 


them againſt the Power of a Houſe of Lords, if ever their 
Lordſhips ſhould be diſpos'd to claim a larger Share of Au- 


thority than belongs to them. 


As to the Complaint the Remarker makes, That the 


PLEBEIAN applies to Mens Paſſions, and not their Reaſons; 
aud declaims inſtead of arguing, What muſt be ſaid in 
anſwer to this, is, That People muſt make uſe of what 

Arms they have. On the one Side it is evident there can 

be nothing but arguing and reaſoning, and declaiming and 

exemplifying ; but on the other, the PL EBBIAN is afraid 


there are more irreſiſtible Arts of applying to the Paſſions, 


rather than to the Reaſons of Men, or elle he would not 
have one Minute's Pain for the Iſſue of this Queſtion. 
The Manner in which the Remarker ſtates the PLEBEIAN's 
Argument, relating to the ſoutting up the Door of the Houſe 
of Lords, ſhews he either wilfully 
that part of the Controyerly : For, after having cited 
« the Words of the PLEBEIAN, he asks, if it can be de- 
« Ke el to the Houſe of Lords, and at the ſame time 
throw into their Hands all the Places and Honours that 
the Crown can confer upon them? Will that Body of 


or ignorantly miſtakes 


Men, which wou'd become mean and deſpicable, and 
2 ö * 


(7-9 
ce offenſive as a ſtagnated Pool, by the means of this Alte- 
ration, be raisd by the fame Means to be the moſt formi- 
“ dable and moſt honoured Part of the Conſtitution? Or 
„ would they be able, without numerous Recruits of 
« Wealth, Learning, and Induſtry, to oppoſe any thing 
„for the Good of the Community?“ To this I anſwer, 
It will not be detrimental to them in point of Power, 
but will be detrimental on account of thoſe Talents that 
_ ought to accompany Power; the want of which the Com- 
mons will feel in their Judicature, and in many more 
Particulars. They will be oenſive to others, but not per- 
ceive it themſelves; they will be formidable, but not ho- 
nour d. Theſe are natural Effects that all Exorbitant Power 
produces. As to Wealth, they will take it, *tis to be fear'd, 
where they can find it; and Learning and Induſtry will be 
as uſeleſs Baubles to their Lordſhips, as Dangling Peerages 
(as my Author deſcribes them excellently well) are to Men 
JJ Tn enum: 
The next Objection of the 0/4 Whig to the PEBELAN, 
is, That he ayers the Uncertainty of the Extinction of Fa- 
“ milies will leave ſo little Opportunity for the Crown to 
„ reward Merit by PTRICIAN Honours, that it will be 
„ much the ſame thing as if the Crown were never to 
“have any ſuch Power at all.” Whereas (ſays he) there 
will be two Titles extinct every Tear, according to the Calcu- 
6 . 88 


Buy the Calculation generally received, I ſuppoſe the Re | 
mar ber means the Liſt publiſh'd by way of prelude to this e | 
Project. Whether it be true or falſe, if ſome Heralds 
know any thing of this Matter, would rake more Time 
to examine into, than, I dare ſay, the Conſtitution it is 
intended to introduce wow'd ſubſiſt. But ſuppoſing, for 
Argument ſake, that that Calculation is right, and that 
in one hundred and ſixteen Years there have been one 
hundred and fifty four Extinctions, there will be found 
„„ „ UC 


% 


wanting feventy eight to make up his Number of two a 
Year : So that the Extinctions have not been during that 
Term quite fo many as after the Rate of one Lord and 4 
half per Annum. But beſides this Error in Arithmetick, 
there is another Error of an odd Natare in this Computa- 
tion; which, unleſs ſome Method is propoſed to aſcertain 
it, will reduce the Extinctions to fewer than even one 
a Year. And if fo, thoſe who expect to have their Ser- 
vices rewarded by Reverſions ſo uncertainly computed, 
may have Time enough to try all their Patience, and at 
laſt find that inſtead of advancing themſelves to Dignity, 
they have been forging their own: Chains. In the Com- 
putations of the Titles extinct, all thoſe are comprehended 
who have been extinguiſhed by the Edge of the Law, for 
Treaſon, Rebellion, and other Capital Offences : and who, 
without the Spirit of Prophecy, can foretell what J- 
cancies may happen by ſuch Means for the future? But 
if, in fayour of this Scheme, it be admitted that in all 
probability there may be as many and as great Criminals 
1 e 6 in that Noble Body, as there have been for the 
Time paſt, is it not to be fear'd that the Path to Juſtice may 
be more difficult, after this narrowing the Way up to the Houſe 
of Peers, than it has been ſonmer jn 
As to what the Remarker has objected to the Arguments 
of the PLEBEIAN, which prove, 4 That the Limitation of 
the Number of the Lords will run the Conſtitution into 
s an Ariſtocracy;“ this Matter ſhall be fully conſidered 
preſently, when I come to examine the Old Whig's State 
NE ent, os TM won 


In a following Paragraph, where the Remarker takes 
notice of what the PLEBEIAN urges on the Side of the 
King and Commons, viz. © Thar an ill Miniſter might be 
« $kreen'd againſt them both, if this Law ſhould take place, 
A by reaſon that in ſuch Cale he wou'd know exactly his 
Judges, (who might likewiſe be his Accomplices) _ 


Ka. 
ſo act with Impunity; the Remarker argues, That if this 
Bill does not paſs, an innocent Miniſter cannot be ſecure, 


nor a guilty one puniſh'd, if the Crown ſhould add to the 
Houle of Peers a ſufficient Number of the Enemies of the 


one, or of the Friends of the other. In either of which 


Cafes the utmoſt Iniquity muſt be ſuppos'd in the Crown, 
which, I confels, I canuot bring my ſelf to do, and there- 
fore my Argument remains entire. And it would grieve me 
to the Heart, if I could think there were any innocent Mi- 
#iſters, who ought to be. imbolden'd by the Conſciouſneſs 


of their Integrity, and yet ſhould have greater Apprehen- 
ſions from honeſt Actions, than has been hitherto: ſhown 


by Men of the moſt guilty Conſciences, thro the many 
Ages that this Conſtitution has ſubſiſted, without the Al- 


teration now deſir d. 


ie Remarken thinks ir, wonderful how the Prapzian 
cCou' d advance, That the Number of the Houſe of Com- 


4 mons not een to an Increaſe, is the only Ad- 


c vantage that t 


the Community. Were it true, that the Commoners en- 


« 


Number, or as to any rung elſe that might belong. to 


that noble Aſſembly. But, alas! this is not the Caſe ; for 

their Lordſhips Concurrence is as neceſſary to a Money- 

Bill, as to any other Bill: nay, whether a Money-Bill may 
not originally take its Riſe in their Houle, is a Point never 
5 yet clear ly given up b their Lordſhips, if I am not very 


much miſinform'd ; and whether they may not be more 


inclinable to diſpute this Matter, if ever their Door comes 


to be ſhut in the manner now propos d, may deſerve very 


Ny C Thus 


hey enjoy diſtinct from the Houſe of 
„Lords; “ and alledges, that all their Loraſpips Privileges 
together are not equal to that one of commanding the Purſe of 


joy'd this Privilege of commanding the Purſe of the Commu- 
zity, diſtin from the Houle of Lords, they would be ve- 
ry cafy as to the increaſing, or diminiſhing, or fixing their 
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Thus having anſwer'd every Objection made to the. 
former PLERBEIAN by the Old Whig, except ſuch as 
will occur in conſidering this Argument, as he fates it 
himſeif; I ſhail now proceed to that Point which I propos'd 
„„ %%% /// ⁰—w—2I?᷑ 


ſires 
4 


Em 
the Lords may be, the Py Conſequence that muſt 
Diſc 


enſue wou'd be, That if any Diſcord ſhou'd ariſe berwixt 
them, and each remain inflexibly reſolv'd, here the Con- 


ſtitution wou'd certainly want a caſting Power; and the 


only way of ending the Diſpute muſt be like a Poliſh 
Dyet, by getting up on horſeback. And therefore this Power 
now in the Crown, and which has been in it for ſo ma- 
ny Ages, is neceſſary for the Good of the whole Com- 
munity, to prevent the greateſt Confuſion, which might 
otherwiſe ariſe from the Paſſions of Men. 
_ The Crown once parted with this Power out of its hands 
to the Commons; and that Conceſſion produc'd the Ruin 
of the Monarchy, and of the Peerage. If the Crown 
ſhow'd part with the Power now to the Lords, that it has 
over them, why may it not be very reaſonably apprehend- 
ed, that the ſame fatal Confequence may enſue to the King 
, 7: EO TE, 


If it be neceſſary, as it has been plainly ſhewn, that 
the Power now in the Crown ſhould remain there, for the 
Good of the People in general ; ir is as neceſlary for the 
Defence and Advantage of the Crown it ſelf. The Lords 
(by the Power the Crown has of adding to their Number) 
are a fluctuating uncertain Body. This is all that gives 
the Crown any Influence over them, and prevents Com- 


binations, Cabals, and Factions againſt the Crown: But 


if the Door comes once to be ſhut, ſo that the Crown 
cannot make any conſiderable Addition to their Number 


in any Exigencies whatever, what a Door is open'd at the 


ſame time to form a Power ſuperior to that of the Crown, 
and ſuperior to all human Controul? Then they will be- 
come a fix*d certain Body: And ſhould three or four am- 
bitious bold Men combine together hereafter, of the 
greateſt Families, and the greateſt Eſtates, where wou'd 
the Difficulty be of getting a Majority of two hundred 
thirty five? And if once obtain'd, what Remedy cou'd be 
OM EE Ee ood — 1 
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(12) 


provided, in ſo deſperate! a Caſe? Whilſt they act in the 


common Methods of Government, they would command 


all Favours; and ſhou'd ney ever act in an arbitrary Man · 
ner, Neceſſity and Self- defe 


nce wou d make the Union 


amongſt them the ſtronger. 


I will now examine what the Author of the 014 Whig 
calls the Great Point, and which ought to carry the chief 
Weight with us in this Caſe; which is, © That the Alte- 

ration now propos'd will give ſuch a mighty Power to 
„ the Bulk of the EAgliſb Commons, as can never be coun- 


cc ter-balanc'd by the Body | of the Nobility. Shou'd We 


„ ſuppoſe two Wandre thirty five Peers poſſeſs d one 
with another of 5000 l. per Ann. this wou'd amount 
„ to no more than 1,1 5, ooo l. per Ay”. And what is 
mch a Property, and the Power ariſing out of it, 
« compar'd with the Power ariſing out of the \Dragerty 
of thoſe many Millions poſſeſsd b s 


y the Commons? 


By this State of the Caſe, we are to ſuppoſe on the 


one hand a certain, limited, fix d Hereditary Body, of two 
hundred thirty five Peers, enjoying great Privileges above 
the Commons, and. poſſeſoq of an annual Revenue 
amounting to 1,175,000 /, which they have entirely in 

their own power; and this Eſtate, not ſo equally. divided 
as 5000 l. per Ann. to every Individual, but to ſome! 
the Command of 50000 /. a Ycar apiece, others not 
'5col. a Year. On the other hand, you, muſt ſu 
Body of above twice the Number fluctuating, unfix d, in 

the power of their Prince every Moment, at furtheſt not 
able to ſubſiſt above a few Years, and: poſſeſsd of not 
near half the Eſtate before mention'd:; is it not too evi 
dent which of theſe two Bodies muſt deſtroy, the other, 

if once this' ſhould come to be really the Caſe? The 
Lords are Principals, and act entirely for themſelves: The 
Commoners are no farther, Principals than as tg the Eſtates 
they poſſeſs themſelves. As our Author has ſtated this 
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matter, in order to magnify the Power of the Wealth of the 
Commons, rho he is all along ſpeaking of the aggregate Bo- 
dy, yet he wou'd inſinuate as if they had as great Command 


over the univerſal Body of the People, as the Lords have over 


themſelves. This is as much as to ſay, that the four Mem- 

bers of the City of London have as abſolute Command 
over the Eſtates of all the Inhabitants of that great Me- 
tropolis, as any four Lords have over their Tenants. In- 
deed, if the Commons had a Power of lay ing Taxes upon 
the Eſtates of all thoſe they repreſent, that wou'd be the 


ſame thing in this Caſe, provided they had it abſtractedly 


from the Lords. But this Fallacy, which is often inſinu- 
| ated in this Pamphlet, has been already detected. The 
Commons have no more power over their Fellow-Subjects 
Eſtares than the Lords: They cannot lay any Tax with- 
cout their Lordſhips Concurrence. And all that is peculiar | 
to the Commons in this matter, is, That they have hi- 
therto been allow'd to chuſe what Tax they judg'd ca- 
fieſt for the People : But eyery Day's Experience ſhews 
us, that if the Lords differ in opinion from the Com- 
mons, their Power is at an end. The better to illuſtrate 
this Great Point, as our Author properly calls it; as he has 
computed the Value of the Wealth of the Body of Peers, 
| I will take the liberty to compute the Value of the 
Wealth of the Body of the Commons. Suppoſing them 
to be worth, one with another, 800 J. per Ann. including 
perſonal Eſtates, which I am certain is not diſparaging this, 
or any other Houſe of Commons that has fat in a Britiſh 
Parliament; the annual Income of five hundred fifty eight 
Commoners will amount to 446,400 /. which is ſo inf 
nificant a Sum, in proportion to the Value of the Proper- 
ty of the Lords, that I will beg leave to compute His 
Majeſty's whole Civil Lift with the Property of 4 
mons; both Sums together making hut one Million oy 
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ſix thouſand four hundred Pounds, and there will fill re. 


main a Balance on their Lordſhips fide of one hundred 


twenty eight thouſand fix hundred Pounds per Annum. 
Therefore if it is an unconteſted Maxim, That Power follows 


Property, (p. j. here is Power, here is Property; and let the 
Bo | 


Body that poſſeſſes both in ſuch a degree be but once 
made ſo independent as is proposd, would not the 
Crown, would not the Commons, be abſolutely under the 
Dominion of the Lords, according to this Author's own 
way of Reaſoning? Ds N 
1 am ſatisfy'd the Controverſy is ended here: but I will 


ſuppoſe my Author not to have been miſtaken ſo very 
grolſly, and examine his Argument upon an Imagination, 
that the Property of the Houſe of Commons was ten times 
ſuperior to that of the Lords, whereas the Property of the 
Lords is near three times as much as theirs; yet even in 
this Caſe, the Lords would have the advantage of them; 


becauſe an united conſtant Body of Men always acting for 


the ſame Intereſt and Grandeur, and purſuing a continued 
Scheme, muſt be an Over-match for ſo tranſitory a Body, 
and made up of Perſons of ſuch different Views and Inte- 
reſts as the Houſe of Commons is. To bring an Example 
on this Head, let us imagine the Stock of the Bank of Eng- 
land to be of the Value of One Million, and the Stock or 
Caſh of all the Bankers, Scriveners, Goldſmiths, and Dea- 
lers in Money throughout London, to be four times or 

eight times that Sum; is there any body who does not 

believe the Bank, incorporated and well compacted in all 

reſpects for its own private Intereſt, will not have a great- 
er Power, greater Credit and Authority, than all thoſe 


particular Proprietors of a much anger Capital, who can- 


not poſſibly be ever put into any Poſture, ſo as to act with 


that weight for their Intcreſt, as the Bank will do for itſelf 


in the Circumſtances aboye-mention'd? The great Power 


of 


(15 ) 
of all ſuch fix d Bodies is chiefly owing to this Circum- 
ſtance, that two or three Perſons always govern the reſt ; 
and it is as well the common Intereſt of the Society that 
they ſhould be ſo governed, as the particular Intereſt of 
the Governors. In this their Strength ehiefly conſiſts; 
and for this reaſon five or fix hundred Lords (if any body 
can beſo wild as to ſuppoſe the Crown will ever increaſe 
their number to ſuch a degree) will not be fo terrible to 
the Crown or the People, as two hundred thirty-five, or . Y 
any ſuch fix'd number. For to ſuppoſe that the Majority 75 
of two hundred thirty-five Lords, were they fo fix d, would £00 
not be entirely directed and influenced by three or four a- . 
mongſt them of the greateſt Wealth, Abilities and Reſolu- 
tion, is as abſurd and improbable to common Reaſon and 
conitant Experience, as any thing that can be thought 
= os oh ß ro 
If it be allow'd then, as it certainly muſt be, that the 
Weight of ſo great Power, and of ſuch diſproportionable 
Property, may by this means come into a very few hands, 
what Havock may it not make of the Dignity of the Crown, 
and of the Liberty of the People? „ 9 
Thus II have ſhewn the certain deſtructive Conſequences 
OE of this Project, as ſtated by the PLEERBEIAN, and even as 
55 ſtated by the Old Whig himſelf. 1 muſt conſeſs, I do not 
= believe that the Authors of this Scheme were apprehenſive 
| how far it would go; but ſince it is now fo plain, that he 
who runs may read, J hope they themſelves will deſiſt from 
ſo deſperate an Undertak ing. PETE. 
I cannot help obſerving, that his Majeſty is treated with 
great Indignity by the Author before me, in ſeveral Paſt 
| lages of his Pamphlet. In one place, he fays, Whil# the 
Door of the Houſe of Lords is always open, People of over- 
flowing Fortunes may find no great difficulty in procuring an 
5 on EEE Et EEE A 
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Entrance, In another, he inſinuates, that here is another 
kind of Merit beſides what ariſes from virtuous Actions, Learn. 
ing, and Induſtry, that has been often rewarded mith Peerage. 
I am fatisfy'd his Majeſty has us d this Prerogative, as he has 
done every other Prerogative of the Crown, with the grea- 
teſt Diſcernment, ard therefore I am willing to truſt it 
ſtill in his hands. The Houſe of Lords is treated by this 
Author {till more en Cavalier than his Majeſty. His words 
are theſe: If the Exgliþh Commonalty ſhould (by this 
4 Bill | on only this ſingle Adyantage, I think it a very 
“ conſiderable one, That it will hinder the Nation from 
4 being over-run with Lords. We know, that in the Sale 
4 of an Eſtate it is no ſmall Recommendation to the Buyer, 
„that there is no Lord within ſo many Miles of it; and 
« the diſtance of ſuch a Borderer is often look*'d upon as 
. an Equivalent to a Year's Purchaſe. But who can be ſe- 
( cure from ſuch a Neighbour, whilſt the Species is ſo apt 
4 to increaſe and multiply? I ſhall not infift upon paying 
of Debts, which is look'd upon as a moral Duty e 
Commoners, who cannot but be ſorry to ſee any Addi- 
«tions to an Order of Men that are ſhelter'd by Privileges 
from the Demands of their honeſt and induſtrious Credi- 
tors. To which many Conſiderations of the like nature 
„might be added, were they not obvious to the private 
Reflection of every Reader,” V 


I cannot very well account for it, how this Author 
comes to take fo great a liberty as he has done here; even 
ſo far, as to endeavour to make it believ'd, that the Lords 
are ſhelter'd from their juſt Debts; whereas every one 
kn nous, a Lord's Goods and Effects are liable to the Purſuit 

of his Creditors, tho his Perſon is always protected. This 
Author and I differ on every account, as to what relates 

to this Branch of the Legiſlature. They ſeem to Fw 9 
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have been for many Vears, and to be at preſent a juſt and 
honourable Body. This, I think, is owing to the Frame 
of that Body, and the Situation it is in. I am againſt al- 
tering either, for fear leſt they ſnould become Tyrannical 
and Odious. The Old Muig repreſents them to be at pre- 
ſent a Species, of ſuch a nature, as I dare not venture to 


repeat, but muſt refer to his own words; and yet contends. | | 
to veſt them with much greater Powers than they now | 


I have but one Remark more to make upon this Author, 

which is indeed in a Matter of the laſt Conſequence, and 

which cannot be throughly conſidend till, the next Paper. | 

The Author of the Old Whig has very truly ſtated the - 
Power of the Crown, as it relates to the Legiſlature, in 1 
3JJVVVTVV(T(cGõC . ag 

„The Crown, as a Branch of the Legiflature, cannot de- 


«fire a greater Prerogative, than that of a Negative in the 1 

* paſſing of a Law: and as it. ought not to influence either U 

_ « Houle in their Debates, what can a good King deſire : = 
5 “more, than tlie Power of approving. or rejecting any e f 
E « ſuch Bill as cannot paſs into a Law without the Royal 4 
ö VVV * _ 


As I readily admit of all that is here advanc d, Thar the 
Regal part of the Legiſlature is to. wait for the Advice of . 
its Great Council, both Houſes of Parliament, and to give 2 
its Negative to what it does not approve ; that doing o- 
here would be influencing the Debates of one or both 
Houſes, and turning the Conſtitation quite upſide-down : 
As I ſincerely allow a good King cannot defire any more 
than the Approving or Rejecting any Bill offer'd him; and 
as I believe from the bottom of my Heart, that we never 5 4 
had fo good a King as we have now: what Credit can I b 
give to what this Author aſſerts, that his Majeſty has already ; 


E ſignify a 


fienify'd his Conſent on this Point, of ſo great Conſequence! 
ſs Handelt — to the very Being of his FarTH — Com- 
Mors, before he has fo much as once heard their Opinion? 
Our Author calls this an At of anparallel d Goodneſs. But 
what I have to ſay upon this Subject, I ſhall reſerve to a- 
nother Opportunity, if what this Author ſeems to be aſſurd 
of, ſhould prove true | "29.2 
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